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Jin  AddrcfiM^  by^  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Tonvmend^  to  the  Literary  i’oaV- 
ty  of  young{Ladiei  and  Gentlemen 
in  Durham,  ... 
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‘My  reflected  young  friends^ 


The  professed,  object  for 
which  youi  society  has  been 
institutecli’  is  mutual  improvement 
in  literature  and  morality.  ;  .both 
wliii.l)  al!C  objects  of  vast  importance 
and  highly  worthy  of  your  pursuit., 
A  furtherance  of  this  grand  de¬ 
sign  should  be  the  object  of -every 
meeting,  and  of  all  your  researches 
and.  exertions.  Your  main  individ¬ 
ual  improvement  in  literature  will 
arise  from  private  studies  and  pre¬ 
parations’ for  your  social  meetings, 
the  result  of  which  will  be  of  gener¬ 
al  use  when -you  meet  to  .discuss, 
subjects  on  which  you  have  been 
preparing  yo.ur/.  minds,  by  reading 
and  premeditation.  Much  depends 
oti  a  proper  choice  of  stibjects  for. 
discussion,  as  v/ell  as  on’  a-  proper 
management  of  the  subject  in  de¬ 
bate.  If. you  choose  important  .sub- 
jeets-  for  .examination,  and  study 
them  closely  and  so  methodise  your 
thoughts  as  to  speak  correctly  and 
to  the  point  in  hand,  you  tiien  will 
be  in  the  way  of  obtaining  the  pro¬ 
fessed  oli:?ct  of  .vour  institution. 
Ftir  very  little  atlvaiUuge  arrises 
from  litterary  researches  ahy  lur- 
tlier,  than  the  niiiid  is  so  applu^cl  to 
tiie  subject  under  consideration,  rs 


to  oi)tain  clear  and- distinct  ideas. 


So  far  as  ^oh  can  j^ain  clear  and  dis¬ 
tinct  ideas,  you  will  find  your  mem¬ 
ory  will  retain  them  with  facility, 
and  you  w  ill  be  lietler  able  to  judge 
of  their  fitness  or  unfitness,  and  thus 
to  shape  your  conduct  according  to 
t!ie  fitness  of  things.  In  all  ybur 
literary  pursuits  you  are  therefore 
to  strive  to  get  into  a  habit  of  think¬ 
ing  closely  on  subjects  and  to  com* 
'muiiicatc  yuur  ideas  as  clearly  as 
possible,  that  they  may  hot  be  mis¬ 
taken,  and  that  wrong  inferences 
may  not  be.  drawn  from  premises 
v/hich  you  .may*  be  endeavoring  to 
support;  Whenever  .  you  '  woiUcl 
discuss  subjects  in  your  si:)ciety,  to_ 
do  it  to  advaulage,  ycu  must  as  far  as 
it  is  attainable,  make  yourselves 
•masters  of  the  subjects  to  which 
you  are  about  to  attend,  and  endeav¬ 
or  so  to  arrange  your  ideas  as  that 
your  arguments  in  support  of  any^ 
point  may  grow  more  and  more" 
weighty  till  you  drive  them  home 
5  to  the  mind  of  your  opponent  w  ith 
•  hill  conviction,  and  thus  hear  clown 
:  all  opposition  before  you  by  the 
strength  of  truth  and  good  reason. 
I'ruth  will  hiOUl  up  itsdiead  against 
all  the  attacks  ol  error  and  sophis- 
rry.  How  then  are  yon  to  attain  to 
snchamethocl  ?  I^y  siudy  and  prac- 
Mce.  Ey  learning  IVom  books, 
from  one  another  and  from  ycur 
own  selves.  You  doubtless  fiiid, 

1  y  reflecting  on  your  ow  n  perform¬ 
ances  from  time  to  time,  that  sum# 
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formar  methods  td^en  in  the  maii- 
ajjcment  of  subjects  and  the  ar- 
rangeine!>t  of  arguments  in  support 
of  propositions  were  not  the  most 
happy  and  l^st  chosen/  W  hereev- 
^  cryou  make  such  discovery  you  are  | 
prepared  to  mend  in  future. — 
\V  herever  j^bu  discover  a  better 
mot  hod  of  arranging  subjects,  than 
your  own,  strive  for  an  imitation. 

k 

To  be  furnished  to  speak  well  on 
all  subjects,  you  must  have  your 
liiind  stored  w  ith  a  good  stock  oi 
knowledge.  And  ti)is  must  be 
done  by  application  to  study.  In 
your  researches  aft^r  knowledge 
you  must  pay  attention  to  the 
choiOe  of  books  as  well  rs  to  a 
choice  oT subjects.  There  are  ma¬ 
ny  subjects  on  Which  many  publica¬ 
tions  have  been  made.  In  this  va¬ 
riety  there  is  usually  a  preference 
to  be  given  to  some'  p;iblicalions 
rather  than  to  others.  When  you 
Have  made  a  choice  of  your  subject 
and  your  author,  your  object  must 
riot  be  to  read  hastily,  but  to  r^ad  at¬ 
tentively,  to  make  yourselves  mas¬ 
ters  of  the  author’s  ideas  before  vou 

0 

dismiss  the  work.  There  is  less 
profit  gained  and  more  tinie'Ior.t,  in 
hasty  reading  than  most  |)eoplc  are 
aw’are.  In  reading,  you  wdll  do  w  ell, 
to  search  after  pure  ideas  purely  ex¬ 
pressed,  and  to  bring  yourselves,  as 
iar  as  possible,  into  a  habit  of  tliir»k- 
ing  and  speaking  seribpsly  on  all 
serious  subjects.  When*  you  read 
to  get  ideas,  care,  as  I  have  already 
said,  should  be  taken  in  the  choice 
of  authors.  Novel-reading,  though  ' 
it  mt  y  afford  present  amusement,  ! 
will,  generally  speaking,  aiiV>rd  ve¬ 
ry  little  profit.  For  the  colors,  in 
ino^t  novels,  are  so  far  painted  a- 
bove  life,  that  those,  whose  time  is 
grearly  spent  in  reading  works  of 
this  kind,  get  tlieir  minds  filled  with 
liigh  ffights*  of  imagination,  rather 
than  with  useful  knowledge  ;  and  I 
may  say, too* often  also' with  unchaste 


desires  ;  so  as  fo  prove  prejudicial 
to  their  morals. * 

‘^Thfke  is  how'ev^  a  way  cf 
reading  plays  and  romances,  which 
entirely  chamteathe  nature  of  these 
works.  In  the  hpnds  of  a  philo- 
1  sophical  reader,  th(?y  become  pieces*" 
of  philosophy.  They  s'et  him  ufKi.n 
'deep  thought.  By  reReciing  upTorr 
the  sentiments  which  they /raise  in 
him  ;  by  inquiring  into  the  causesK 
of  his  pleasure,  he  informs  himself 
tipon  the  hafnre  of  the  art  which  has 
been  employed  tc please  him  ;  and 
,what  is  of  still  greater  importance 
he  le  rns  to  know  himself,  to  know 
•nan.”  But  in  works  of  this  kind 
you  ihctrfd  ever  be  on  your  guard  ; 
for  in  these,  the  paths  of  vice  arc  too 
often  spread  so  wide  with  flowers, as 
to  lead  those  who  wou'd  walk  time* 
rously  in  forbidden  ways,  far  upon 
forbidden  ground,  before  tficy  are 
'etisihle  that  they  have  deviated 
from  tlie  paths  of  rectitude. 

Much  benefit  may  arise  to*  you 
from  a  judicious  course  of  reading. 
In  this,  you  arc  to  endeavor  to  ac 
quaint  yourselves  with  the  history  of 
ancient  and  modern  times  and  witli 
the  characters  which  have  been  the' 
most  eminent  for  their  talents  and 
endowments,  tmd  to  search  for  the 
causcsVhich  have  been  conducive  to  ’ 
their  eminence.  And  while  you 
read  the  charararters  of  the  great 
and  good,  you*  w  ill  do  w'ell  to  notice 
whatever  blemishes  are  discovera¬ 
ble  in  tlieir  characters,  that  you  may 
not  have  the  like  blemishes-  in 
yours,  while  you  arc  aspiring  to  ex* 
cel  them  in  the  greatness  of  their 
excellencies.  You  m^y  not  expect 
to  equal  many  of  the  great  Irtciary 
characters  which  liave  made  a 
gure  in  the  field  of  letters  ;  but  in 
the  noble  refinements  and  achirv* 
ments  of  morality,  you  may,  with 
suitable  care  and  by  the  grace  of 
G#d  assisting,'  out!»lvip  the  iiobIc«*t 
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human  characters  that  have  ever 
» lived.  No  mere  man  ever  lived  in 
the  world,  who  did  ever  in  any 
given  part  of  his  probationary 
'  course  of  mental  impiovemciot 
reach  to  the  very  acme  of  sinless 
perfection.  No  mere  man  ever  Jiv- 
eJ  so*  moral  a  Ijfe,  as  to  have  no 
blemishes  in  his  character  clearly 
visible  to  an  omnicient  eye.  None 
ever  lived  such  strictly  moral  lives, 
and  came  so  near  to  the  very  height 
’  of  perfection  in  holiness,  as  tint 
*  theie  was  no  height  above  him,  to 
attain  to  which,  he  was  under  no  ob¬ 
ligation  still  to  aspire.  As,  there-; 
fore,  one  object,  of  your  social  com¬ 
pact,  is  improvement  in  morality  ; 
you  will  feel,  it  is  hoped  the  imp<:)r- 
tance  of  getting  correct  ideas. 
Tl'.e  generality  of  people  have 
vague  ideas  of  true  morality.  Mo¬ 
rality  may  be  considered  a^  a  sci¬ 
ence,  or  as  a  system  of  action.  As 
a  science,  it  teaciics  men  to  regulate 
themselves  ;  as  a  sy-lexn  of  action, 
it  implies  und^viating  obedience  to 
the  moral  law,  a  heart  rightly  dis¬ 
posed  toward  God,  reconciled  to 
him  in  the  way  of  divine  appoint¬ 
ment,  through  Jesus  Christ,  and 
sue!)  actions  of  life  as  the  law  of  God 
requires.  Is  this,  my  young* friends, 
your  idea  of  morality  ?  And  to  im¬ 
prove  yourselves  in  this  scientifical¬ 
ly  and  practically,  is  it  the  object  of 
your  institution  ?  You  certainly  have 
in  the  preface  c»f  the  articles  by 
whi.'h  you  have  agreed  to  regulate 
yourselves,  professed  thi>  to  be  one 
object  of  your  institiJtipn.  This 
truly  is  an  object  both  in  theory  and 
practice  truly  laudabje.  But  if  you 
attend  to  inorulitv  no  fartlier  than  a 
fcicJicc  excellent  in  tlieory,  while 
you  neglect  the  practice,  you  will 
ijiis.s  of  the  ntain  object  W'hich 
shouiil  claim  yonr  attention,  and 
while  you  arc  makings  advances  in 
knowledtje  it  will  be  but  prepara¬ 
tive  to  an  aggravated  retribution,  in- 
•I’cduclory  t»  your  being  bereufter 
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beaten  with  man)/  stripes.  it  jou 
attend  to  mpraliiy,  in  your  society, 
as  a  science,*  which  teaches  you  so 
to  regulate  yourscl.vet  .as.  to  be  use- 
full,  agreeable  and  beneficial  to  so¬ 
ciety  and  yourselves,  you  will  en¬ 
deavor  to  reduce  your  knowledge 
in  this  noble  science  to  practice. 
And  if  you  do  this  ti^  good  cifect, 
you  will  attend  to  your  own  hearts, 
as  claiming  your  first  and  immediate 
attention.  For  you  jever  can  be 
thoroughly  good  inoralits  in  prac¬ 
tice,  while  you  are  unieconcii<^!  to 
God  through  Jesus.  For  you  can 
never  yield  any  true  and  acceptable 
obedience  to  the  moral  law,  while 
yoiir  hearts  arc  in  total  opposition 
to  that  laty.  In  attending  therefore 
to  morality  in  your  society,  your  ri- 
tentiou  should  primarily  be  iu:n- 
ed  to  your  own  hearts,  in  hearty  re¬ 
nunciation  of  every  false  and  v,  ick- 
cd  >var,  and  then  in  the  next 
place  to  your  external  conduct,  to 
keep  that  stiRtly  wili.ifi  the  com¬ 
pass  of  the  diyine  requirements. 
Do  this,  and  you  will  be  respected. 
Do  lhi«,  and  you  will  be  useful  and 
agreeable  to  all  wl.ose  eiteem  is 
worthy  of  your  attenUon.. 


As  you  ara  associated  for  tho 
purpose  of  improving  iji  morality, 
your  conduct  will  contradict  your 
professions  and  be  a  departure  froni 
your  constitution,  if  you  do  not  at-, 
tend  to  the  moral  conduct  of  your 
members  so  fur  as  that  may  cers® 
to^your  knowledge.  All  open  vio¬ 
lations  of  the  laws  of  God,  in  any  of 
your  members,  do  tl^ercforc  claim 
your  attention  and  call  for  such  mea¬ 
sures  as  shall  be  the  best  calculated 
to  reclaim,  if  the  offender  is  not  so 
fai:gQi)e  in  the  Mays  of  folly,  as.to  ri't- 
fusc  tq  be  reclaimed  :  but  if  he  is, 
then,  the. honor  and  good  of  your  in¬ 
stitution  will  require  that  the  irre¬ 
claimable  be  expelled.  Fur  this 
your  consUtulig*!  makes  pi cvi:>iq4. 
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And  the  prosperity  of  your  society 
requires  such  a  line  of  procedure^ 


This  institution,  duly  managed, 
may  be  of  vast  importance  to  you  as 
iTulividuals,  and  community,  if  you 
will  strictly  adhere  to  your  constitu¬ 
tion.  Rut  if  you  do  not  regulate 
yourselves  by  your  constitution,  you 
laay  CKpccC  *  to  see  it  dwindle  into 
insigniScance  and  contempt.  To 
make  your  institution  protilahle,  it 
should  be  the  object  of  every  mem¬ 
ber  to  prepare  himself  for  useful¬ 
ness  in  life,  and  to  avoid,  with  the 
Igrcatest  care,  every  thing  winch 
comes  in  competition  with  this. 


^lucH  voii  may  learn  from  the 
•  ^ 

lives  of  th^'^e  who  have  gone  before 
you  in  the  world.  '  By  studying  the 
lives  of  the  great  and  good  ;  'by  not¬ 
ing  what  have  been  the  leading 
steps  wiiich  have  led  to  eminence, 
you  may  folio  . v  after,  and  at  length,' 
be  able  to  ai:t  well  your  several* 
parts  in  life.  Strive  earnestly  to 
get  a  correct  tast«,  a*  sense  of  pro¬ 
priety.  Be  ever  careful  never  to 
do  any  thing  which  may'  si»nk 
yon  in  the  esteem  of  those  whose 
esteem  is  worthy  of  your  enjoy¬ 
ment  Remember  that  you  are  in 
tiic  forming  season  of  life  ;  and  be 
very  careful  not  to  contract  bad 
habits.  ‘  '  Choose  for  your  compan¬ 
ions  of  life  those  who  appear  to  be 
the  wisest  and  best.  Shun  every 
appKjarance  of  evil:*'*  Flee  youthful 
lusts,  Strictly  obey  the  seventh 
commandment.  See  that  you  give 
God  your  hearts  and  that  you  let 
your  eye^ observe  his  s^ays. 


Shortly,  should  God  spare  you 
among  the  living,  evei  set  him  be¬ 
fore  your  eye-,  and  ever  strive  to 
liyetohis  giory.  Suffer  not  your 
Airnds  to  be  captivated  with  Irlfles, 
and  be  careful  never  to  do  or  sav  a- 
r.y  tiling  which  may  not  bear  tiic  so¬ 
ber  ia:d  feciious  rc£tct'.uits  of  more 


mature  age,  and  even  of  ad\in^ 
hour.  ■  ** 


Re  careful  ever  to  treat  all  be. 


ings  in  character.  Render  re¬ 


verence  to  whom  reverence,  and 
honor  to  whom  honor  is  due.  Let 
honesty,  integrity  and  tlie  strictest 
veracity  ever  regulate  all  your 
words*  and  actions.  Do  these  things 
aiul  you  will  shew  v ourselves  wor¬ 
thy  of* the  Durham  I/itcrary  Socie¬ 
ty,  instituted  for  mutual  improve^ 
mentin  literature  and  morality. 


Tuk  foregoing  address  was  deli¬ 
vered  to  l!\e  society  at  a  scmianniie.1 
meeting  of  the  2‘id  inst.  ’  The  ex¬ 
ercises  on  the  occasion  were  highly 
interesting  and  entertaining  to  a  nu¬ 
merous  audience.  ’  These  exerciser 
consisted  of  dissertations,  dialogues 
and  disputes,  all  original,  and  for 
chastity  and  correctness  of  seiiment 
and  diction  rarelv  exceeded.  Rein?" 
present  ‘  at  the  time,  I  was 
iiiipressed  with  a  deep  conviction  of 
the  utility  of  such  associations. 
They  are  happily  calculated  to  en¬ 
rich  the  mind*  with  science  and 
moral  sentiment,  and  to  establish 
friendship  on  a  pure  basis.  It  is  se- 
riousiy  recommended  to  young  la¬ 
dies  and  gt;.utlemen  of  other  towns 
to  form  similar  associations.  Should 
such  societies  bccc^^vc  general,  it  is 
believed  they  would  shortly  sup¬ 
plant  the  host  of  popular  diversi«;ns 
which  are  unfavorable  to  meiital  im¬ 
provement,*  and  a  source  of  serious 
lam^^ntation  to  the  more  virtuous, 
and  considerate  part  of  the  com- 
4iuniiy. 


J9r/^  rcmarli  on  a  Civil  Oath, 


As  oath  is  the“  calling  upon  God 
to  wlaicss,  i.  e.  to  take  uouce  of 


i 
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what  we  say  ;  aud  it  is  invoYinj?  liis 
vengeance  or  renouncing-  his  favor, 
if  hat  wc  say  be  false,  or  what  we 
•promise  be  not  performed.’'*— 
Thi**  is  the  *  soletnn  import  of  the 
words  wiiich  close  the  form  of  a  ci¬ 
vil  oath  ,  ‘Vo  helti  you  God.  May 
God  deal  with  you  in  mercy  or  in 
judgment,  as  you  shall  spaak  truth 
or  fiilshood  in  the  case  now  belote 
you,  or  as  yori  shall  pertorm  or  not 
perform  what  you  now  promise. 

This  awful  nature  of  an  oath  h 
very  fidrticularly  exhibited  in  the 
foll'^wing  form,  which  is  adminis¬ 
tered  in  Holland  to  those  who  em¬ 
brace  the  Jewish  religion.  “You 
swear  l)y  the  almighty  and  living 
/lOD,  w!io  created  heaven  and  earth, 
and  gave  Ills  laws  by  Moses,  that 
*you  will  be  upright  and  true  in 
whatever  shall  here  be  asked  of  or 
proposed  to  vou  ;  and  if  you  de¬ 
clare  any  thing  either  entirely,  or 
in  part,  false  and  unjust,  you  ac¬ 
knowledge  yourself  liable  to  all  the 
cui*sts,  plagues  and  punishments, 
temporal  and  eternal,  which  tliv# 
God  of  Israel  inflicted  on  Sodom 

I  Gomorrah,  and  Koran,  Duthan, 
and  Abiram,  and  w  hicji  he  has  de¬ 
nounced  against  all  those  who 
invoke  or  use  his  name  false¬ 
ly  or  in  vain.  As  vou  are  true 
or  fals;^,  so  may  God  almighty 
and  oinnicient  reward  or  punisli 
you.‘* 

REMARKS. 

How  shocking  to  every  pious 
aiind,  is  the  apparent  lightnes  and 
irreverence,  wiili  which  civil  oaths 
are  often  administered.  How  lit¬ 
tle  do  people  in  general  consider  the 
a'vful  nature  anJ  sacred  obligations 
of-an  oath. 

IIow  heinous  is  the  crime  of  per- 
jin  V,  jmd  the  crime  of  using  pro¬ 
profane  oaths  in  conversation. 


Civil  magistrates  as  well  as  gos¬ 
pel  ministers,  should  often  instruct 
people  in  the  nature  and’obligations 
of  an  oath,  and  endeavor  to  impre^^s 
their  minds  with  a  religious  veneru** 
tion  for  the  great  name  of  God. 

Civxs 

f 

THE  DECALOGUE. 

I^IGHTH  COMMANDMENT. 

“  7\hoti  bhalt  not  itcal.'* 

Gon  has  been  pleased  to  furnish 
this  world  w  ifh  w  haliver  is  necessa* 
ry  for  the  accomnKxlation  of  man¬ 
kind.  d'he  riglrt  to  the  conven¬ 
ience  of  life  originates  in  the  gift  of 
God.  The  grant  to  Adam  and  to  his 
posterity  at  the  creation  wasconfin- 
efl  to  their  existing  necessities. 
Previously  to  the  dej  s  of  Xoch 
tlierc  was  no  permission  to  eat  ani¬ 
mal  food.  The  right  w  Lich  man¬ 
kind  had  cither  to  veget  bies  or  ani¬ 
mals  was  founded  on* the  grant  of 
the  Creator. 

The  e-iil-th  was  presented  to  man-, 
kind  in  general  for  their  use.  Hut 
as  intelJigcut  beings,  they  w  ere  al¬ 
lowed  to  make  the  most  of  this  val¬ 
uable  gift.  Tliey,  who  were  most 
successful  in  improving  it,  had  rea¬ 
son  to  demand  a  principal  acivaii- 
tage  from  their  ingenuity  and  hi- 
lx)r.  Hence  tl.i*  oiigin  of  private 
property.  The  expectation  of  thU 
advantage  encourages  culiivcaion  of 
the  ground,  which  none  wouiri  un¬ 
dertake,  were  they  not  to  receive 
immediate  !>ei  cfii.  A  r*..Ui>n  of  In¬ 
dians,  ccn>isiir.cr  of  two  or  ihi'rc 
luindrcd,  will  take  up  a  tract  of  land, 
whicli,  wit!)  pi*oper  managemci-i, 
would  mainiaintain  as  many  thou¬ 
sands.  Pi ivatr -properly  also  pre¬ 
serves  ih.e  produce  of  tJie  earthy 
Were  1*11  in  co.r.mou,  trait  would 
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Decalo^e. 


■  w'  L  . — ■ 

Hot  be  likely  to  arrive  at  perfection, 
grain  wouid  not  ripen,  nor  ftockj>( 
and  herds  come  to  their  full  growth. 
Bc:>ide,  what  contests  would  arise, 
>vhat  convenience  would  be  lost. 
Private  propeity  allows  mep  tq  fol- 
Ki^v  dirterent  occupations,  which  af¬ 
ford  the  civilized  so  many  advantag* 
€s  over  the  savage  life.  .The  poor¬ 
est  in  countries,  where  eacli  has 
V  hat  be  calls  his  own,  are  better  ac¬ 
commodated,  than  leading  persons 
in  those,  where  most  things  are  ip 
comioon.  Since  such  advantages 
arise  from  private  appropriation, 
no  doubt  it  is  pleasing  to  the  great 
Proprietor,  who,  in  the  giant  he 
made  to  ma:  •  ind,  had  tiicir  advan- 
lage  in  view. 

Ik  whatever  I  cail  my  own,  J  am 
fully  secured  by  tlie  eighth  com¬ 
mandment.  It  restrains  the  frau¬ 
dulent.  It  curbs  the  plunderer.  *  It 
takes  cognii;ince  of  every  species 
of  imposition.  Let  not  the  w  ork¬ 
man  be  superficial  in  his  work, 
nor  the  trader  overvalue  his  com¬ 
modity.  Let  not  the  buyer  siiy,  it 
is  naught,  nor  the  seller  be  deceit¬ 
ful  in  his  weights.  Let  no  man 
go  bf  Tond  and  defraud  his  brother 
in  any  matter  :  because  the  Lord  is 
the  avenger  of  all  such.  Let  him 
w  ho  stole,  steal  no  more  ;  but  rath¬ 
er  let  him  labor,  working  with  his 
kands  the  thing  which  is  good,  that  i 
he  may  have  to  give  to  him  that 
licedelh/' 

Improper  deductions  have  been 
drawn  from  the  history  ofllie  primi¬ 
tive  Ciiristians.  1  he  gospel  does 
liol  wrest  private  property  fmn  the 
hand  o{  the  possessor.  The  apos¬ 
tle  Peter  clisciitims  the  tl. ought. 

^  hlie  thy  jxjsscstion  rcinained,” 
he  to  Ananias',  ‘‘  T.as  it  iiot 
thine  own  ?  And  after  it  was  sold, 
v.as  it  not  In  thine  own  power  r” 
Ti".e  disposal  of  their  possessions 
was  left  eijlircly  to  the  discretion  ol  ( 


individuals.  The  oti'ering  must  l>e 
free,  that  it  might  be  accepuble. 
The  gospel  teaches. us  the  blessed¬ 
ness  of  giving  to  others.  In  pro. 
portion  as  \yc  iminbe  its  spirit, 
shall  be  liberal.  But  the  gospel  in. 
Uirmcddlcs  not  with  civil  goverq. 
ments.  Jt  leaves  them  as  they  are. 
Taking  possession  of  the  heart, 
it  fixes  there  benevolent  and  encr. 
getic  principlesk  How  men  would 
act,  if  they  were  all  real  Cbrislian;, 
is  evident  from  the  instances  record, 
cd  in  scripture.  Far  from  infring. 
ing  the  property  of  others,  they 
would  esteem  it  their  chief  j<»y  tqbc 
able,  in  any  degree,  to  be  aiding  u 
their  fellpw  creatures,  by  their  sym¬ 
pathy,  their  personal  scryiccs;  ai.d 
their  possessions. 

Tj^e  eighth  commandment  for¬ 
bids  every  act  of  fraud  or  imposiiioo, 
as  well  as  taking  privately  or  by 
force  what  belongs  to  another.  The 
punishment  annexed  by  the  Jewish 
law  to  this  crime  was  restitulioii 
w  ith  a  fine.  If  the  offender  could 
not  advance  the  fine  adjusted  by  law, 
he  miglitbe  sold  and  his  family,  un¬ 
til  their  fahor  should  amount  to 
what  the  law  demanded.  The  un¬ 
just  are  ranked  in  Scripture  with 
the  most  abandoned  characters. 
They  shall  net  inherit  the  kin^dgm 
of  heaven. 

Tnr.  weight  of  this  command  has 
not  been  generally  felt.  It  has 
been  openly  violated  by  nations,  as 
well  as  indiriduals.  Nimrod,  the 
founder  of  liio  Assyrian  t^mpire,  led 
the  way.  Succcr.^lul  warriors  havi 
trod  ill,  his  footsteps.  History  dig- 
ni;ics  t.heir  narr-cj  as  great,  and  bla¬ 
zons  their  deeds  with  admiration. 
But  tlicir  true  tliai  acter  is  that  of 
public  plunderers,  whose  dcccl.^  arc 
infamous,  and  whose  names  are  ac¬ 
cursed. 

r.aJirjf:lhkU 


A  rozM  OH  jodgement. 

Jfrilten' itt  the  Hex'.  Beriah 
'  IJotdikin.  ' 

WHEN  time  his  destin’d  course 
has  run,. . 

.  .  •  r  ' 


•W'hen  earth’  shall  meet  her  final 
doom'.  .  . 


id  ^  % 


Nd  longer  space  to  rnan  is  giv^n 
I  o  do  his  work  and  fit  for  heaven 
:i^c  angeis  my  .commands:!  eccivc 
Obey  the  ordei^s  which  I  give.. 


.  ,  •  V  r  1.  I  VI ueva  WHICH  i  i;ivc.. 

Alark  d  by  the  pcnoc!s  of  the  sun,  |  ® 

And  finished  each  work  and  deed  I  To  yender  world  prepare  niy  way 

which  God  in  Wisdom  bad  dec  reed,  I  And  uthcr  fn  the  sol'cnm  day,  '; 

■  .  r'l’'  '-.j  With  pomp  and  majesty  divine; 

To  fill  the  great  and  glonous  pTan,  *  ^ 

„  I'j  ••  L*  'll  *•  ‘  i.  vj  ^  Let  cv’ry  face  'with  glory  shine. 

Vnrm*H  m  his  will  ere  time  bCD-an.  ^  6  / 


Form'd  in  his  will  ere  time  b'dgan, 
lind  brought  it  to  that  perfect  state, 
That  makes  each  part  ihe'  mos^ 
complete,  .  : .  ,  : 


Ye  saints  witli  me  to  earth  dev 

•  ;  •  •-  '! 
scend 

And  see  creation’s  gcxl-like  end  ; 


-  ,  «  ■  r>-  Then  hear  the  sentence  from  mf 

Then  shall  each  eye  the  Day  be-  .  ^ 

,  , ,  ■  -  niouth 


hold 

In  sacred  propl.ecy  foretold, 

AVhen  Christ  uis  awful  throne  sliaU 


*  •  ^  ^ 

In  words  of  everlasting  truth; 


nen  y.  V  high'  command  each  being/ 

/  hears,  i 

And  all  the  works  of  man  reveal.  , 

And  ev  ry  willing  heart  prepares 

W'hcnev’ry  secret  word  and  tho’t,  To  do  his  Lord’s  and  Master’s  will, 

•  *  •  I  ’ 

Into  the  Judgment  shall  be  bro’t,  And  all  his  purposes  fulfil. 


And  each  receive  its  due  reward, 
AniiouncM  by  Jesus  Cla  ist  our  Lord. 
•  •  •  ♦  • 
Forth  from  th  ’eternal  throne  of 

God, 

•  •  •  ♦ 


I  Each  angel  his  high  praises  sings, 
And  spreads  forth  both  his  grildeit 
usings,* 

While  Gabriel  by  divine  eommend 


The  sovVeign  order  spreads’ abroad,  f  Marshals  the  host  u  ith  lus  right- 


And  reaches  to.each  spirit  bright 

t 

Residing  in  the  realms  of  light. 

4 

With  joy  the  happy  sens  of  God 
Receive  the  ordere  from  ihei'r  Lord, 
And  swiftly  to  his  throne  repair 
llis  will  to  knou ,  and  voice  to  hear. 


baod. 

Assigning  each  his  proper  piece 
To  fly  before  Messicih^  Lee, 

In  5o!cmn  order  from  on  high 
Down  thiV  the  regions  of  the  skr. 


Ills  will  to  knou,  and  voice  to  hear.  And  now  picpai'd  the  hea\hi!r* 

throngs 

Then  Jesirs  siiall  announce  aloud  With  glorious  beauty  move  along  ; 
His  great  design  to  all  the  crowd,  Angels  as  van-guards  kad  the  way 
^  The  end  of  all  things  now  is  come,  |  Through  rtidnia  of  everlasting  day* 


orm  on  Jucfgmcnf^ 


•Messiah  his  brig;ht  ckarriot  fills, 
And  moves  across  tlie  hfeav’nly  hills) 

w 

With  splendor  more  divinely  bright 
Than  all  the  first-born  sons  of  litrht- 


And  fill!  in  view  of  all  appears, 

The  prince  of  e'^brlasting  years. 

,  #  t 

But  O  lidw  bright  bis  glorious 
face  ! 

•  *  -* 

Abo^e  the  sons  of  mortal  race,  * 
No  rnore  a.child  expos'd  to  Harms; 
An  infant  laid  in  Mary’s  arms.  '  ' 

.  <  *  ~  -  7 

•  *  *  f  * 

No  more  by  .lews  insulted  stands) 
Nor  inock’d  by  Pilate’s  Homan  bands, 
No  more  on  high  besmear’d  with 

•  •  •  ^  '  •  i  s 

blood, 

•  i  ♦  * 

He  cries  fdrsakcn  of  his  God. 


Around  him  fly  a  chosen. band, 
Commission’d  by  divine  commaiid, 
llis  sov’reign  orders  to  receive, 

Abd  through  the  host  the  same  tb 

4 

give.' 

Behind  his  car  a  glorious  throng 
Of  Saints,  in  millions  .pass  along,  , 
Containing  all  the  chosen  race 

V  * 

Who  ere  have  stood  before  his  face. 


But  with  the  Father’s  glory  crown’d 
He  sheds  his  beams  bn  all  around, 
And  gluridus  angels  round  him 
stand 

Waicihg  his  sov’rcigsnj  high  coni« 


Each'with  a  robe  divinely  bright. 
Like  purest  snow  unsullied  white. 

Is  clothed  according  to  his  word; 
Wash’d  in  .the  blood  of  Christ  his 
Lord. 


Their  visages  divinely  blight 
Proclaim  them  all  the  sons  of  light, 
^heir  tongues  attun’d  his  praise  to 
sing, 

Make  all  the  hcav’nly  arches  ring. 

With  speed  they  regularly  move, 

Priim  hcav’h  thtir  former  seats  a- 
•-  bove. 

And  through  the  realms  of  .endless 


The  hcav’ns  at  his  approach  give 

place,  ' ■  • 

•  • 

The  sky  divides  before  his  face. 

The  black’ning  clouds  before  hiirt 


And  thunders  roar  from  pole  to 
pole. 

.  CTo  le  continued.) 


CoMMUtcicAfioNS.  fov  the  Relit 


ffious  and  Moral  Gazette,  free '  oj 
jxofstaife,  •will  be  gratefully  received. 


Ami  now  beliold  in  yonder  sky, 
Tc  sus  with  all  his  train  draws  ijiuFi 


FROM  TlfK  FREHH  OF  M.  CPv(>SWELL,  CATSKILL. 
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